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This debate hit the front page of many national media - not least in the context of the French 
referendum debate. 

The European Policy Centre, in the context of its “Political Europe” programme, had invited 
prominent representatives of the four largest European political parties to make their case and 
exchange views on the approach by the Commission and its impact on European markets and 
societies. 

A united Europe progresses, a divided Europe stands still. If we do not determine ourselves the 
rules on services, others such as the USA will do so for us, declared Mr Bartho Pronk (EPP-ED) in 
the beginning of his speech. The debate between those who do not want to change anything and 
those who wish to change everything, leads to nothing. A good compromise is the way. Not to want 
too much as Bolkestein wanted. The example of the realisation of the single market, so step by step, 
is certain to give result in the medium term. 

Mr Bartho Pronk’s socialist colleague, Mrs Evelyne Gebhardt (PES), wanted a real European 
approach. The European Commission should clarify which services it is talking about here. 
Financial, regional, local services should be excluded. The principle of the “country of origin” is 
not acceptable to her and neither to the EPP nor to the Greens. Mr Jorgo Chatzimarkakis (ELDR) 
spoke for the liberal group. He had a differentiated vision on the principle of the “country of 
origin”. He was in favour of the driver’s licence principle. But then thoroughly controlled in the 
form of e-government. The speaker was convinced that pushing through the directive against the 
will of the citizen (electorate) would be unacceptable. He believed it would be a shame if we had to 
reject Europe because of this directive. Reason why he pleaded for an application in phases. 
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The spokeswoman for the Greens was Mrs Jean Lambert (Greens/EFA). She asked for an enquiry 
into the social consequences, and justly feared social dumping. She was also of the view that the 
Commission gets too much power and wanted clarification of the role played by the WTO behind 
this file. 

After the debate, it remained clear to everybody that this draft directive was too heavily loaded and 
aimed too high. The “country of origin” principle is not controllable in practice. There was a 
question from the EPP and the Greens to have the Commission work out a total new plan. Speakers 
mentioned a compromise text, but such a text is still far from reality. The continuous hammering 
away of German Socialists at the need for “less bureaucracy” stands in contradiction with the 
accompanying controlling tasks that national administrations would have to carry out with a 
profound or less profound modification of the directive. 

The statement by Mr Tony Blair that he is sure he will have the directive adopted on a next 
occasion, is something that, in the current election campaigns in the UK, will make the Socialists 
think. 

Everybody agreed that health and social services should be excluded. Here we should not remain 
passive, but suggest alternatives. The step-by-step method in consultation with the European 
Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the trade unions.  

Eurofedop will hold with this aim a two days’ conference on “Which Directive on Services 
will serve Europeans best ?” on 12-13.09.2005, the moment at which the discussion on the 
directive will also be on the agenda of the European Parliament. 

We herewith already invite you to this conference. 
 


